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I now own nmy own home and ama single
parent of three children

These are only two stories of what the
casino industry has done for ny famly. It has given
us the opportunity to better our lives and for us, in
particular, the opportunity to work together

El even nmenbers of the Roman family work at
Bally's Park Place in the Atlantic Gty Hilton.
have 19 other famly nmenbers to go.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.

M. John Dossett.

Davi d Harl owe.

MR HARLOAE: Yes. Dear Commi ssion
menbers, ny nane is David Harlowe, and |I'm an enpl oyee
of the Atlantic Gty Hilton, and I would like to take
this opportunity to tell you how the casino industry
has influenced ne as a lifetine resident of Atlantic
County, New Jersey.

In 1980, while attending a | ocal comunity
college, ny parents could not afford to send nme to a

large college and with little likelihood of finding

248



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

249

enpl oyment locally, | took on a part-time job with a
casino to help defray the cost of school. This first
step into the casino industry 18 years ago i s one of
the nost inportant decisions | have nmade

The casino industry is a firmbeliever in
upward nmobility of its people. | have worked for
seven different casino conpanies during this tine.
Every one of them has offered inval uable training
cl asses that have enabled ne to become the person | am
today. It has given nme the opportunity to work in
casinos both in the United States and overseas.

This, in turn, has given ne exposure to
other cultures and | essons to the inportance of life
on a gl obal perspective.

Fi nancially, the industry has enabl ed ne
to be independent. | purchased nmy first hone in 1984
at the age of 24 by nyself, and this had been w t hout
wor ki ng at a hi gher paying casino pit rel ated
position. Mst of ny tinme has been spent in the
accounting and cashiering areas of the industry.

These conpani es offer sone of the best

benefits to be found in the South Jersey area. They
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include paid tinme off, health, and life insurance,
bonus prograns, an exanple, the Enpl oyee of the Mnth
Program the 401(k) retirenent plans, and enpl oyee
stock purchase pl ans.

The standard of living -- excuse ne.
VWil e using these benefits to ny advantage, | have
built nyself a secure foundation for my future.

The standard of living has al so inproved
for everyone living in the area by way of creation of
new non- casi no jobs because of the many conpani es
moving into the area duBAto an increased popul ation
base. The enpl oyers offer better wages and benefits
in order to conpete for good enpl oyees.

I have found that these casino conpanies
are very proactive in the surrounding comunities,
wor ki ng with various organi zati ons, schools and
charity groups. Oten casino enpl oyees vol unt eer
their time and noney supporting these worthwhile
projects with the support of their enployer. 1 am
positive | would have been a different person if not
for the better -- if | had not taken the advantage of

the opportunity 18 years ago as a bus greeter in a
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casi no.

Fromthis entry level position, | have
nmoved up the corporate _ dder one step at a tine.
Wth each step ny hard work hel ped me advance to
better positions. This has led to ny present position
as the manager of nmy own departnment for the past two
and a half years.

The casino industry has created a positive
at nosphere in ny comunity, enabling me to live
amongst friends and famly, whereas previously I
bel i eved this would not have been possible.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAlI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

Steve -- and this is handwitten here, so
that it's even nore difficult to read.

MR KARAI SZ: The last nane is Karaisz
Madane Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Kar ai sz.

MR KARAI SZ: Menbers of the Conmi ssion,
good afternoon, and thank you for the opportunity to
speak here today.

I want to tell you a brief story about a
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